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GREY NUNS 


n the heart of downtown Montreal, 
| between René-Lévesque Boulevard and 
= q Ste. Catherine Street West, stands an 

important piece of the city’s rich history: the 
Mother House of the Grey Nuns of Montreal. 
The site, formerly inhabited by Aboriginal 
Peoples, became part of the Sulpicians' vast 
domain. In 1861, it was settled by the Sisters of 


Charity, better known as the Grey Nuns. 


The Grey Nuns were founded in 1737 by Marguerite 
d’Youville, a widow and mother of two, and three 
of her companions. They opened a home for the 
needy and dedicated themselves to serving the 
poor. Their mission to help and offer shelter and 
compassion to Montreal's infirm, disadvantaged, 
elderly and orphans took shape in the mid-19" 
century, when they acquired the land and built the 


Mother House of the Grey Nuns of Montreal. 


a 


S9/) today's crowded urban environment, the Mother 
reminder of the dominant social and cultural roles 


Monsignor Ignace Bourget hired the noted 19" century architect 


Victor Bourgeau, who planned and created more than 250 churches, 
cathedrals and other sites around Quebec, to design the convent 
and its magnificent neo-Romanesque Chapel of the Invention 


of the Holy Cross. 


House of the Grey Nuns is both a prominent and vivid 


religions institutions once plaved in our province. a2 


The H-shaped convent was built with three wings: 
La maison des hommes, the St. Mathieu Street 
wing and the Guy Street wing. Only the original 
design's north-west part was not fully completed. 
Nestled in between is a peaceful garden, a reminder 
of the importance of this property's former, 


medicinal herb gardens. These grounds, adorned 


by old trees, are sheltered by an iron portal gate and 


constitute nearly three-quarters of the entire property. 


In today’s crowded urban environment, the Mother 
House of the Grey Nuns is both a prominent and 


vivid reminder of the dominant social and cultural 


roles religious institutions once played in our province. 


AY 


C4 


aoe 


——— 


ar ba 


FLL 


sk 


(CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY 


CUSTODIAN OF A GREAT LEGACY 


oncordia University became the 
honoured custodian of this 
significant architectural, social and 


religious piece of Montreal and Quebec heritage. 


The University intends on preserving and 
cherishing the tradition of the Grey Nuns by 
opening the Mother House to the community 


and protecting its traditions for new generations 


of Montrealers. 


Over time, this great symbol of Quebec heritage 
will become a site where history meets inspiration 
and creativity. Its distinctive architecture and 
embellishments will complement a contemporary, 
innovative vision. It will become a harmonious 
gathering place for Concordia and Quebec 


creative artists. 


CC AS a custodi an of this reat legacy, Concordi 1a will 
an active hub for artistic research, learning and 


Restoration work on the Mother House is imperative to ensuring that N 


the beauty of this edifice, more than 100 years old, is maintained 


I< — @ \— for future generations. As a custodian of this great legacy, Concordia 
tr ——- 8 8g gacy; 
i | - . 
ff fo = — . will preserve the building and its heritage while creating an active hub 
BRE 
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oe <r for artistic research, learning and creativity for the University and 


entire community. 


preserve the building and its heritage while creating 


creativity for the Cniversity and entire community, ) 


This building, so full of character, will come into 
its own as an intrinsic part of an institution that 
distinguishes itself from other universities through 
its unique blend of exceptional teaching and 
research. It will integrate itself into a dynamic 
university that is as daring and innovative as 


its students. 
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~~ oncordia University’s Faculty of Fine 


gi 
a Arts is unique in Canada. We offer, 
t ° Ae 
"ina single Faculty, an unparalleled 


range of visual, performing, cinematic and 
electronic arts across nine departments and three 


research institutes. 


Since 1976, we have proudly grown, diversified 
and expanded into the country’s most comprehensive 
fine arts school. But the resulting sprawl across 
15 different buildings and two campuses has begun 
to take its toll. The distance between departments 


works against our great interdisciplinary strengths. 


CO The Faculty of Fine Arts is a passionate champion 


vital and. strategic activity that shapes and reflects 


The Grey Nuns site provides the Faculty with an extraordinary 
opportunity to pursue a new model for learning and creation that 
combines diversity and proximity. The development of instructional, 
performance and research space and vibrant studios and labs will 


make it possible for both our Faculty and students to flourish. 


of the arts as a 
our contemporary culture, )) 


Renovations will lead to the restoration of the 
historic interior, which will be preserved and 
equipped with contemporary technological 
infrastructure and physical resources to turn it 


into an exemplary, 21‘ century academic facility. 
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The Faculty of Fine Arts is a passionate champion 
of the arts as a vital and strategic activity that 
shapes and reflects our contemporary culture. 
Establishing the Grey Nuns site as a centre for 
cultural debate is a perfect complement to the 
Faculty’s strong commitment to honouring 
historical fine arts practices while embracing 


new technologies. 


CCg; he Mother House will merge two institutions a 
and ideas will converge and where a di stinguished 


The Mother House will live on as a landmark where history is fused 
with modern creativity. After years of seclusion, the site’s distinctive 
architecture and embellishments will be given public exposure. Its 

beautiful chapel will be maintained and transformed into a premier 


venue for concerts and important public gatherings. 


reate an environment in which both people 


ast will cross a promising future. )} 


The Mother House will merge two institutions and 
create an environment in which both people and 
ideas will converge and where a distinguished past 
will cross a promising future. Together with the 
ongoing developments in the downtown core, 
Concordia’s move into the Mother House will also 


transform the public face of the University into that 


of an elegant, multi-faceted institution with an 
exciting vision and a strong urban presence. Just as 
the merging of Loyola College with Sir George 
Williams University created a revitalized, single 
institution, so will this historic building be given 
new life and a renewed purpose at the heart of the 


Quartier Concordia. 
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oncordia’s acquisition and stewardship of 

this important site is a considerable step in 

the University's remarkable expansion of 
recent years. The Mother House of the Grey Nuns will 
become the cornerstone of the Quartier Concordia, an 
urban renewal project that is transforming the University’s 


downtown campus and revitalizing the urban landscape. 


The Quartier Concordia has won the 2006 Institute of 
Design Montréal Award for Urban Planning. Concordia’s 
mission is not only to improve and expand its immediate 
campuses but also to embellish its host city and create 


welcoming University grounds for its population. 


With construction projects worth more than $400 million 
over seven years, Concordia University is entering the 21“ 
century with great ambition and confidence. The award- 
winning Richard J. Renaud Science Complex opened its 
doors in 2003 and the Journalism and Communication 
Studies Building on our Loyola Campus was recently 
renovated. On the Sir George Williams Campus, the 
landmark Engineering, Computer Science and Visual 
Arts Integrated Complex opened in 2005, and with the 
government’s investment of $60 million, construction 
of the new home for the John Molson School of Business 


is well under way. 


Lz 


CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY 


CC As befits an engaged university, Concordia’s students are 


known as concerned, active and involved. voung people who are 


determined to change this world. 27 


ON THE MOVE 


n 1974, when the chapel of the Mother 

House of the Grey Nuns was designated a 

cultural property, two great institutions, 
Loyola College and Sir George Williams University, 
combined their values, knowledge and beliefs to 


found Concordia University. 


Concordia has since promoted and ensured 
accessibility for talented students and has 
advanced its longstanding tradition of community 
involvement. Concordia makes a marked 
difference through the nature of its educational 
experience. As befits an engaged university, 
Concordia’s students are known as concerned, 
active and involved young people who are 
determined to change this world. The University 
strives to provide the best interdisciplinary 


approaches to learning and research. | Q 


oncordia offers its more than 44,000 

students an extensive choice of 

studies in various disciplines, 
including 520 academic programs in four faculties 
and a School of Graduate Studies. Concordia 
counts more than 4,400 international students 
from 175 countries and maintains relations with 
90 universities and institutions in 30 countries. 


It boasts more than 140,000 alumni worldwide. 


As an institution of such standing, Concordia 
University must continue to increase its international 
profile and adapt its teaching and research activities 
in a global context while enhancing its infrastructure. 


With its expanding undergraduate and graduate 


programs and research, growing numbers of students 


and faculty members and multicultural and 
dynamic population, Concordia University will 
remain an integral contributor to the business, 


research, artistic and social fabric of Canada. 
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